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and got nothing in return. Economically they
formed the basis of the whole society on which
rested the state and the people. The highest
office was usually their heritage and they were
thrust upon other exalted positions. The pre-
judice towards low birth and ordinary parentage
was still deep. A commoner could not be tolerated
to occupy a high office and shine unduly in their
midst. As a class the nobility was incorrigibly
decadent. Their lax and artificial surroundings
that resulted from indiscreet and unhealthy luxuries
stunted their growth as men. They shunned
education as discreetly as they indulged in all sorts
of sensualism, Their mental background was very
poor, their mental faculty dull, and their physique
deformed. Things had no spiritual and moral
values for them. The ' Sahus' were frequent
visitors and trustees of their palaces and mansions.
Bankruptcy and extravagant indulgences, the two
irreconcilable elements reconciled,
With such men at the helm of affairs, naturally
the middle class intelligentzia got the upper hand.
Adventurous in most cases, lacking in character
and integrity, they exploited the weakness of the
departmental heads and took undue advantage of
their shortcomings. The earnings of Jagirs with
the unique position and respect commanded by the
jagirdars in those days could have very easily
revolutionised the society but instead it brougi&
about the slow and gradual social decay of the